
 

Report of the Chairman on the work of Environment and Sustainability  
Committee 

 

This report gives an overview of the issue considered at the Extraordinary meeting 
held on 13 July 2021.  

1. Local Plan Strategy 

1.1 The Committee considered a report proposing a revised strategy for the new Local 
Plan to meet the borough’s housing need by releasing 0.6% of green belt, thus 
reducing the impact on Staines.  

1.2 An alternative option was proposed to appoint a suitably qualified external advisor to 
engage with members and develop a shared vision for the borough that could be 
incorporated into Local Plan documentation by the end of October 2021.  

1.3 Concern was expressed that to wait until the vision had been agreed before 
progressing the new Local Plan would make the previously agreed timetable 
unachievable. A further proposal to run both of the above in parallel, was then put 
forward. 

1.4 The Committee agreed the combined proposal:   

1. To agree the revised strategy for the new Local Plan to meet our housing need by 
releasing a small amount of Green Belt, reducing the impact on Staines by not 
including an additional allocation, including opportunities to reduce some building 
heights in Staines if this is the outcome of the Staines Development Framework 
consultation and allow for more family homes with gardens to be built.  
 

2. That they would benefit from independent support and advice on the formulation of 
a strategic vision for the borough. 

a) To undertake an exercise of member engagement focused on developing a 
shared understanding and/or their role in formulating the Local Plan. 

b) To develop a shared vision for the borough that is endorsed by a majority of 
members. 

c) To appoint a suitably qualified external advisor to facilitate members in formulating 
the vision. 

d) To incorporate the vision into the Local Plan documentation by no later than the 
end of October 2021. 

e) Once the vision has been agreed it will be used to review existing policies and 
inform future ones. 

3. That 1 and 2 above would run in parallel to avoid any further delay to the 
formulation of the new Local Plan. 

 

Councillor Ian Beardsmore 

Chairman of the Environment and Sustainability Committee   15 July 2021 


